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“Diplomatic Protection in Public International Law”

Researcher:
Raisah Mohammed Al-Shomrani

Abstract:

His research provides an in-depth study of the concept of diplomatic protection within the framework of public
international law, considering it a legal means for the state to protect the rights and interests of its citizens abroad. Diplomatic
protection is regarded as one of the most prominent mechanisms used by states in international relations to ensure the
protection of their nationals' rights, either through peaceful means or by resorting to international courts. The research adopts
a descriptive and analytical approach to understand the nature of diplomatic protection from its legal and historical aspects,
while shedding light on the legislative developments that have shaped this concept.

The research focuses on analyzing the conditions for exercising diplomatic protection, such as the necessity of the harmed
person holding the nationality of the state providing protection and exhausting all local legal remedies in the host state. It
also reviews the political and judicial means available to states to practice this protection, such as negotiations and good
offices, in addition to international courts like the International Court of Justice.

Through examining legal doctrine and the rulings of the International Court of Justice, the research clarifies the distinction
between diplomatic protection and diplomatic immunity, noting that diplomatic protection is exercised on behalf of
individuals, while immunity applies to diplomats and diplomatic missions. The research further discusses the international
responsibility arising from violations of the rights of foreigners and the practical applications of this responsibility.

The research concludes that diplomatic protection represents a sovereign right of the state, exercised based on its national
interests, rather than an individual right of the affected person. It also addresses the challenges facing diplomatic protection
in the contemporary international system and provides recommendations for establishing unified international standards that
enhance the efficiency of this protection and ensure the rights of individuals abroad.
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